RESEARCHER VIEW

Anyone who has played shadow puppets knows that you can't
reconstruct an object from just one of its shadows. But if you
have three shadows, in three directions perpendicular to each
other (such as up, to the right and across the street), can you
find the object? No, because several objects can have these
three shadows. But there are more than three directions in
space (an infinite number in fact). This is where the
mathematician cannot help asking herself a question: how
many shadows do | need to be able to reconstruct an object?
Or, put another way, can | impose the shadows in many
directions and find an object that has these shadows? And the
answer, which continues to surprise me, was given by Kenneth
Falconer in 1986: there is no limit. You can choose as many
shadows in as many directions as you like, and you can still find
an object that has those shadows. Amazing, isn't it? This result, |
can say without shame that | still don't understand it. |
understand the terms but it still hasn't entered my intuitive
world.
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ARTISTIC VIEW

| like to watch children interact with their shadow. When
they are small, they try to catch it, or run away from it. They
may be afraid of shadows at night, in which they don't
recognise the objects in their room. When they are older,
two children may make their shadows kiss or fight, without
themselves touching.
This exploration is at once emotional (a shadow is funny or
scary), identity-related (who is my shadow, in relation to
me?) and mathematical (what makes a shadow such a
faithful and at the same time erroneous image of reality?)

It is this triad that drives me to write tales: to tell the story
of the quest - personal, identity, understanding of the world
- that embarks a character in a mathematical reflection, and
the emotions that this brings. To build and share meaning
around mathematics.
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